Survival Chinese

Chinese is the world’s most popular language, spoken by more than 1.3 billion people in the People’s
Republic of China (PRC), Singapore, Taiwan, Hong Kong, and elsewhere in East Asia.The official
phonetic system of romanizing Chinese is pinyin. Pinyin means "phonetic transcription." Since 1958,
pinyin has been the officially endorsed system in China.

Below is a list of simple yet useful Chinese phrases or expressions most likely to be used by tourists.
Speaking a few Chinese words or phrases typically awes locals when traveling around in China, and having
a few Chinese words or sentences to play with, you would find it easier to befriend Chinese. You may want
to print out the list as a survival guide in case of communication difficulties when the body language alone

doesn’t do the trick. If your computer is not installed with a Chinese decoding program, you may want to
print out Survival Chinese in FDF format. For a Chinese beginner, however, this is a perfect 101 lesson

with the audio player as your private tutor. Please be advised that this list, broken into seven categories, is
prioritized in the order of urgency and relevancy.

Our goal is to expand the list so as to cover all situations while keeping it as concise as possible. Please
email us your thought and comment at service@TimelyVisa.com.'

GREETING AND SOCIAL LANGUAGE

(Click to hear how it sounds in Chinese)

Chinese Phrases Pinyin English Equivalents Audio Player
IR T Zao Shang Hao! Good morning. Click
T4LF! Xia Wu Hao! Good afternoon. Click
W | 2! Wan Shang Hao! Good evening. Click
Wi, Huan Ying Welcome. Click
PRI Ni Hao Hello. Click
AR GFE, 2 Ni Hao Ma? How are you? Click
AR Wo Hen Hao. I am very well. Click
B o Xie Xie Ni. Thanks you.

PRAEE? Ni Shi Shui? What’s your Name? Click
& MIKE. Wo Shi Mike. My Name is Mike. Click
R = MANTRR o Hen Gao Xing Ren Shi Ni Nice to meet you. Click
MRMIR B>k 2 Ni Cong Na Li Lai? Where are you from? Click
Pk HER, Wo Lai Zi Mei Guo. I am from America. Click
Vepti Qing Jin Lai. Please come in. Click
iEAL Qing Zuo. Please sit down. Click
a2 Hui Jiang Ying Yu Ma? Do you speak English? Click
SANE . Dui Bu Qi. Sorry. Click
RIF A, Wo Ting Bu Dong. I don’t understand.

H2 =Y. Qing Man Man Jiang. Please speak slowly. Click
T Wo Ming Bai. I understand. Click
1R, Hen Hao. Very good. Click
0L, Zai Jian. Good-bye. Click
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ASKING FOR DIRECTION

Chinese Phrases Pinyin English Equivalents Audio Player
RATAEISH 2 Yin Hang Zai Na Li? Where is the bank? Click
= g iR You Ju Zai Na Li? Where is the post office? Click
TAEAEASH? Bin Guan Zai Na Li? Where is the hotel? Click
IS =7 e Zen Me Qu Xue Xiao? How to the school? Click
X H Bk ek 2 m ? Zhe Li Li Huo Che Zhan How far is it from here to Click
Duo Yuan? the train station?
T A 7 ) A 2 Fu Jin You Shang Dian Ma? | Is there any store nearby? Click
McDonald 7F 8 B2 Mai Dang Lao Zai Na Li? Where is McDonald? Click
Click
S VR BT e B ? Qing Gao Su Wo Ce Suo Zai | Please tell me where the Click
Na Li? restroom is?
DINING
Chinese Phrases Pinyin English Equivalents Audio Player
TEE TSR, Qing Gei Wo Cai Dan. Please give me menu. Click
3 H 2 & (/b gk | Cai Li Duo (Shao) Fang Put more (less) paper in the Click
A B Dian La Jiao. dish.
ANBLTOKE . Bu Yao Fang Wen Jing. No MSG. Click
ff-ng g 2 Hao Chi Ma? Is it tasty? Click
E|stg a2 Fei Chang Hao Chi. Very delicious. Click
FRFLUKIK, Wo Yao Bing Shui. I want ice water. Click
Jo FL e Wo Yao Pi Jiu. I want beer. Click
iFEE kK, Qing Jie Zhang. Check please. Click
TFHE, Gan Bei. Cheers. Click
KR IE T Wei You Yi Gan Bei. Toast to friendship. Click
Click
SHOPPING
Chinese Phrases Pinyin English Equivalents Audio Player
FALTIEXA Wo Xiang Mai Zhe Ge. I want to buy this. Click
Z /R0 Duo Shao Qian? How much is it? Click
H PG 2 You Zhe Kou Ma? Any discount? Click
MEETING, CONFERENCE, EXPO
Chinese Phrases Pinyin English Equivalents Audio Player
LW LETTR? Hui Yi Ji Dian Kai Shi? When will the meeting Click
begin?
LIpAE R ? Hui Chang Zai Na Li? Where is the meeting? Click
280 Hui Yi Zhu Ce Conference registration Click
[l R R Tong Sheng Fan Yi Bilingual translation Click
PR Hui Yi Yi Cheng Meeting agenda Click
W7 Tan Wei Booth Click
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SEEING A DOCTOR

Chinese Phrases Pinyin English Equivalents Audio Player
WA T Wo Sheng Bing Le. I am sick. Click
JK'E Gan Mao Flu Click
K Fa Shao Fever Click
A& Y Chuan Ran Infection Click
KR Fa Yan Inflammation Click
AN La Du Zi Diarrhea Click
390 Tou Tong Headache Click
E R EEFEA, Qing Dai Wo Qu Kan Yi Please take me to seec a Click

Sheng. doctor.
PR S UK Dui Qing Mei Shu Guo Min. | Allergic to penicillin. Click
St 25 1 Dui Huang An Yao Guo Allergic to sulfa drugs. Click
Min.
7 it Xiao Chuai. Asthma Click
ek it i Hua Fen Guo Min Allergic to pollen Click
Witk Pi Juan. Fatigue Click
T Tong Pain Click
FE Yang Itch Click
ST E Xin Nausea Click
VREV LiuBi Ti Running nose Click
F1 oy Da Pen Ti Sneeze Click
X Ou Tu Vomit Click
S5 Tou Yun Dizzy Click
EVERYTHING ELSE

Chinese Phrases Pinyin English Equivalents Audio Player
1,2,3,4,5, Yi, Er, San, Si, Wu, Liu, Qi, One,Two,Three,Four,Five,S Click
6,7,8,9,10 Ba, Jiu, Shi ix,Seven,Eight,Nine, Ten
B Chu Zu Che Taxi Click
IR Gong Jiao Che Bus Click
Hh gk Di Tie Subway Click
KL Fei Ji Plane Click
KZE Huo Che Train Click
EJESPN Mei Guo Ren American Click
i Lu You Travel Click
RS Shang Wu Business Click
A Peng You Friend Click
(57 Qian Money Click
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